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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can effectively participate in a conversation with my peers and adults. (SL.3.1) 

I can speak in complete sentences with appropriate detail. (SL.3.6) 

I can write an informative/explanatory text. (W.3.2) 

I can write an informative/explanatory text that has a clear topic. (W.3.2) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can talk with a small group about why I chose my power book. 

• I can follow our class norms when I participate in a conversation. 

• I can speak with complete sentences when I participate in group discussions. 

• I can write an informative paragraph with a clear topic that explains why I want to get the power of 

reading. 

• Conversation Criteria checklist 

• Student paragraphs (as pre-assessment) 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Why Did the Children Work 

So Hard for the Power of Education and Reading?  (5 

minutes)  

2. Work Time  

A. Building on Class Norms for Discussion: Fishbowl 

Protocol (15 minutes) 

B. Small Group Discussion: Why I Chose My Power 

Book and Why I Want the Power of Reading (12 

minutes) 

C. Paragraph Writing Pre-Assessment (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (3 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Complete the “Interview a Family Member” 

homework. 

• In this lesson, minimal instruction is given on paragraph writing before students write their own. This is 

a purposeful move, as it is designed to be a pre-assessment to be used to inform instruction on 

paragraph writing throughout the rest of this module.  

• In this lesson, students begin to explicitly focus on their ability to engage in collaborative discussions, 

which will be formally assessed during Lessons 6 and 7.  

• Review the Fishbowl protocol (Appendix 1). 

• In advance: Determine whether students will use the Fishbowl Observations recording form and how to 

engage struggling learners and ELLs as observers of the fishbowl activity. 

• In advance: Make a decision about who the participants will be for modeling effective conversation in 

Work Time A, “Building on Class Norms for Discussion: Fishbowl Protocol.” Choose from these options 

for the fishbowl: 

* Choose three to five students who can serve as strong models of speaking and listening. 

* Invite students from an older grade to choose and bring their own “power books” to share. These 

students should be able to serve as strong models of speaking and listening. 

* Invite several teachers or adult volunteers to choose and bring their own “power books” to share and 

discuss.  

Prepare the participants by reviewing what you want the students to see and hear as they discuss their 

choice of power book. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

participate, norms, complete 

sentences, informative, paragraph, 

topic 

• Rain School (one per student) 

• Fishbowl Observations recording form (optional, one per student) 

• Students’ Notes about Power Books (from lesson 4) for Work Time B 

• Class Norms for Discussion anchor chart (new, teacher-created) 

• Conversation Criteria Checklist (for teacher use) 

• Paragraph Pre-assessment: What Is One Reason You Want the Power of Reading? (one per student) 

• Interview a Family Member homework sheet (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Optional Resource: Work Time B Sentence Starters 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Why Did the Children of Chad Work So Hard for the Power of Education and Reading? (5 

minutes) 

• Show students the cover of the book Rain School. Remind them that in this book, the children of Chad had to go to 

extraordinary lengths to seek the power of education and reading. Ask: “What were some of the extraordinary things they had to 

do?” Have a few students share aloud with the group.   

• Students need their copies of Rain School. Encourage students to refer back to specific passages from the text they remember: 

facts, examples, details. Point out that since they read the book so carefully, and multiple times, they can remember it much better 

than if they’d only read it once.  

• Share: “It seems to me that if the children in Chad went to such extraordinary lengths to learn to read, they must really want that 

power. I wonder why they want it so much. I bet that you have some thoughts about that.”   

• Give students a moment to think about that question on their own, then ask them to turn to a partner and tell each other their 

thoughts. Then ask three or four students to share aloud with the whole group. 

• Consider displaying some of 

the illustrations from the book 

in order to support students in 

responding to the question. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Building on Class Norms for Discussion: Fishbowl Protocol (15 minutes) 

• Introduce the first three learning targets: “I can talk with a small group about why I chose my power book” and “I can follow our 

class norms when I participate in a conversation.” and “I can speak in complete sentences when I participate in group 

discussions.” Explain that in order to be successful with these targets, it is helpful to know what such a talk might look and sound 

like. Share that a few people will model this using a “fishbowl” technique: “We will be watching from the outside, and seeing and 

listening to what people in the fishbowl are doing and saying.”  

• The fishbowl participants should sit together in an inner circle in the middle of the group and discuss the books they chose and 

why they chose them. Observers in the outside circle should look for qualities of conversation. If desired, students observing can 

use the Fishbowl Observations recording form to record their observations. 

• After the discussion, invite the observers to share both the positive and negative aspects of the discussion. Begin a Class Norms 

for Discussion anchor chart. If necessary, lead students toward some key norms (such as everyone having a chance to speak 

and participants asking questions of one another to extend conversation). 

• Designate specific observers to 

pair with struggling readers or 

ELLs and allow them to quietly 

converse and share their 

observations with each other 

while only the designated 

observer records notes on the 

Fishbowl Observations 

recording form. 

B. Small Group Discussion: Why I Chose My “Power Book” and Why I Want the Power of Reading (15     

     minutes) 

• Show the learning targets again: 

 “I can talk with a small group about why I chose my power book.” 

 “I can follow our class norms when I participate in a conversation.” 

 “I can speak with complete sentences when I participate in group discussions.” 

• Students now have the opportunity to put the discussion norms into practice.  Place them in purposeful groups of four to five. 

Review the norms, reminding students to refer to the Class Norms for Discussion anchor chart that they can use as they 

talk with each other for various purposes.  

• Remind students that writing in preparation for conversation is a useful speaking skill they will continue to use this year, so it will 

be helpful to have their notes from their search of the classroom library from Lesson 4 for their small group discussion.  

 

• Consider drawing a thought 

bubble and writing a sentence 

starter where all can see, to 

support those who might need 

it. For example: “I want the 

power of reading because (or 

so) . . .” If desired, use the 

Work Time B: Sentence 

Starters in Supporting 

Materials. 

• This discussion provides the 

opportunity to continue the 

mid-unit assessment of 

individual students’ 

conversation skills that is 

ongoing from Lessons 3 to 7. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Post or announce question 1: “Why did you choose this book?” As students discuss this topic, collect data on students’ mastery of 

discussion skills on the ongoing Conversation Criteria checklist. Allow discussions to play out for 5-6 minutes. Tell students that 

you will be listening to how well they work with each other in their groups. (See the Conversation Criteria checklist and 

adapt to suit personal preferences.) 

• From where groups are within the classroom, tell students that although we don’t have to build our school, we too want the power 

of education and reading, just like the children of Chad. Remind them that one of the “big deals” of this year is that they will 

increase their reading power, which they will then have for the rest of their lives.  

• Post or announce question 2: “Why do you want the power of reading?” 

• Ask students to think about reasons they want the power of reading. Consider sharing a quick thought about why you wanted to 

read when you were a child. Give students think time.  

• As students discuss the topic, collect data on students’ mastery of discussion skills on the ongoing Conversation Criteria Checklist. 

Allow discussions to play out for 5-6 minutes. 

 

C. Paragraph Writing (Pre-assessment) (25 minutes) 

• Gather students back together as a whole group. Share an observation about what went well with following the class norms, and 

what might still need to be worked on. Model giving kind and specific feedback.  

• Introduce the final learning target: “I can write an informative paragraph with a clear topic that explains why I want to get the 

power of reading.” Since this might be the first time this year (or ever) that students have written a paragraph, activate their 

schema by asking: “What do you know about paragraphs?” Have a few students share. Circle the words informative and topic and 

explain what they mean. Underlining inform, in informative, and connecting it to the familiar word information is a useful 

strategy to deconstruct the new word. Use a phrase such as “stick to one big idea” to explain what with a clear topic means.   

• Tell students that this is a pre-assessment. Use this opportunity to teach the prefix pre: “Pre means before. So this is a piece of 

writing you will do before you do any writing that I will actually grade. Just try your best.”  

• Distribute the Paragraph Pre-assessment: What Is One Reason You Want the Power of Reading? Have them work 

silently for 20 minutes. Encourage students to try their best to meet the target. Tell them that looking at their writing will help you 

learn how to best teach them to write strong paragraphs this year.  

• Suggest that if they finish early they should reread their paragraphs and do all they can to make them better. If students lose 

focus, give them verbal reminders: “Stick with it!” “Is there anything you can do to make your writing more clear?” 

• Consider finding opportunities 

throughout the day to 

deconstruct various new words 

by looking at words within 

them or similar words. For 

example, inform in 

informative. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (3 minutes) 

• Collect the paragraphs students have written and then invite them back together as a whole group. Display all four learning 

targets for this lesson.   

• Read the targets aloud one at a time pausing for a few moments between one target and the next. Then ask the students to think 

about one that they felt they were successful with and one that they might need more work on. Have the students either pair up 

and share, or have three or four students share aloud with the whole group.   

 

• Another way to get a sense of 

student assessment toward 

these targets is to have 

students give a “thumbs-up” if 

they feel confident about any 

given target, “thumbs-

sideways” if they are working 

on it, or “thumbs-down” if they 

feel they need lots of work on 

it. 

• Students can use the 

Conversation Cards in 

Supporting Materials to 

remember the components of 

good conversation. After 

students identify which aspect 

of conversation they need to 

work on, they could keep that 

card in hand during 

conversations as a prompt. 
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Complete the Interview a Family Member Homework. When you go home, ask an adult in your family, “What was one 

reason you wanted to learn to read when you were little?” Take notes on what they tell you. 

 

Note: Review the students’ paragraphs in this pre-assessment. This will inform instruction for Lesson 8 in this unit and 

subsequent paragraph writing lessons. Consider collecting this homework and using it to make a chart called “Why Do People 

Want to Seek the Power of Reading?” 

 

In Lesson 6, students begin to read Nasreen’s Secret School.  See Lesson 6 teaching note regarding the references to war in this 

text.  Also preview and adapt the Letter to Families (Lesson 6 supporting material). Use of this letter is optional. 
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Conversation Criteria Checklist: 

(for Teacher Use; adapt to suit personal preferences) 
 

Learning Targets: 

• I can follow our class norms when I participate in conversations.  

• I can speak with complete sentences when I participate in group discussions.  

 

(Teachers: Please insert the conversation norms from class to assess students’ ability to engage effectively in collaborative discussions.  

Code responses are based on the setting in which the criteria are observed. For example:  P= Partner, G= Small Group, C= Whole Class) 

 

Student Name 
Complete 

Sentences 
Norm 1 Norm 2 Norm 3 Norm 4 Norm 5 
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Fishbowl Observations Recording Form 
 

 
 
Take notes below on what you observe: 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
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Work Time B: Sentence Starters 

 

 
Sentence Starters for Question 1: 

 

I chose the book ________ to be my power book. I chose this 

book because ________. This book is a good power book for me 

because _______. I also think ________. 

 

 

 

Sentence Starters for Question 2:  

 
I want the power of reading because _________. If I had the 

power of reading I would be able to _______ and _______.  
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Informative Paragraph Pre-assessment: 
What is One Reason You Want the Power of Reading? 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Learning Target: 

• I can write an informative paragraph with a clear topic that explains why I want the power of 

reading.  
 

Write a paragraph to answer the question: What is one reason you want the power of 
reading? 
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Interview a Family Member Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Ask an adult in your family: “What was one reason you wanted to learn to read 
when you were little?”  
 
Take notes below on what they tell you. Be prepared to share in class tomorrow. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Conversation Cards 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


